NOTICES

MESSY CHURCH The next Messy Church will be on February 14th and the activities will be based on the Bible story of Moses. Any offers of help will be gratefully received.              						            Gill Moore

FLOWERS The Family flower in St. Stephen’s Chapel is donated by Gill Moore in memory of her mother and her grandson Sam Hanson.

ST. ANDREW’S COMMUNITY  Do you know there is a St Andrew's What's App group and email address for news and information? If you would like to join these groups please send an email to Roxbournestandrews@aol.com (this is not the office email address!)							       Wendy Godwin

LENT APPEAL Toilet twinning is a fundraising initiative by Tearfund that will allow St. Andrew’s to twin each of its toilets with latrines in underserved communities for £60 each. Any extra money will be used to provide clean water and hygiene education. 

HARROW FOOD BANK	Please be generous. There is a box for donations to the Harrow Food Bank at the back of the church.                                David Alleyne

St Andrew's Church bank details for one-off payments and gifts -
PCC of St Andrew's Roxbourne Parish
Sort code: 40-11-58  Acc No: 20404810
Please note this is not the account for regular Stewardship Giving - please see 
Wendy 
Godwin or Peter Sage for those details (Tel: 07889 249500)

PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK

Jesus, thank you that Simeon and Anna recognised you as a special baby, and knew you would grow up to do God’s special work. Help us to discover who you are, and how you are special. Help us to discover how special we are to God, and give us courage to tell others about you.

CANDLEMAS, celebrated on February 2nd, is a Christian festival marking the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple and the purification of the Virgin Mary, 40 days after Christmas. Also known as the Feast of Light, it is traditional to bless candles for the year and marks the official end of the Christmas season in many cultures. [image: On February 2nd, we celebrate Candlemas ...]
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	 10.00 am: PARISH COMMUNION
with Prayers for Healing
and CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Please come to the Hall after the Service for Coffee, Tea & Fellowship


	

	THIS WEEK’S SERVICES
	
	NEXT SUNDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 


	Monday – Friday
9.00 am Morning Prayer 
Wednesday:  9.30am Holy Communion

	
	8.00 am: Holy Communion
10.00 am:  PARISH COMMUNION
Genesis 1.1 – 2.3, Romans 8.8-25, 
Matthew 6.25-34
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TODAY’S COLLECT

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and glory of Israel: make your home among us, and present us pure and holy to your heavenly Father, your God, and our God.  Amen



TODAY’S READINGS

Malachi 3.1-5  
“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty. But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Lord, as in days gone by, as in former years. “So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive the foreigners among you of justice, but do not fear me,” says the Lord Almighty.

Hebrews 2.14-18  
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— and free those who all 
 their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

Luke 2.22-40
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, who lived to welcome the Messiah: may we, who have received these gifts beyond words, prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes to bring us to eternal life; for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  Amen

PRAYER DIARY

The Parish: Our local schools: Alexander Special, Heathland, Moriah Jewish, Newton Farm, Roxbourne, Rooks Heath. 

Happy Birthday to: John Murch (1st); Chloe Hill (2nd); Robert Alleyne (3rd); Anton Jebenesen (5th).    

This week we remember with thanksgiving the anniversaries of: Alice Wood, Lileath Greyson (2nd), Dorothy Slater (3rd), Ivy Cunningham (7th).  

Prayer requests for healing and other needs: :  Earl Adams; Elizabeth Bello; Rosemary  Cox; Noel, Steven, Elizabeth Francis; Malcolm George; Joyce Nickolay; Sue Nicholls; Emily Rockingham; Pam Storey; Marion Twentyman; Martin Voles; Angela Zadurian.  

Congratulations to:  Mehender and Mol Rawat who were married on 7th February 1990. May they have a happy day together and many more to follow.

Church Families: Mehender, Mol, Roween and Rohan Rawat; Jonathan, Vicky and Francesca Roast; Jennifer Rothwell; Doohyun Ryou; Raj and Bernadette Rajan. 
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